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Chiefs of the Ngwenya are as follovis: 

J:IJ GWENYAf\'l.A NG El\;-Y 
1 

' BE G El'J-YA 
1 

SIDZI NGA I GWEhYA 
1 

MA .AYI ·, YI ·~ m ENYA 

The gvienya viere the original inhabitants of the area novi controlled 
by the i'iabusa Chiefs . They lived in the area of Ngcabane . Other 
~x• original inha bitants of the sur r ounding area were the avimbel a , 
viho lived in the area of iv1 gomfel-weni, the l"l anana , viho lived in tbe 
area vihere they now live, the Mbuli, who lived at Ngcabane , and 
the Dhladhla , viho lived at 1•1gomfelvi eni. The 1•1asekos a lso li ved 
in this general area . When the Sviazis came into this area none 
of these groups put up a fight ; all instead Konta 1 d 0 

iK The Ngvienya wer e Sutos. They viere not under Somhlolo when 
he was in eShiselvieni. Wh en &ornhlolo came north the gwenya konta ' d 
to him . Prior to this the Ngvi enya were totally independent of 
anybo dy. They viere not under the influence of the asekos . 

im~xla~iX«MiE~xmix:.tbl~xM~X~KJX~XXa~XJKXbcW~Xl«WkXix 
In the reign of r svia.ti the 1abusas were Plac ed in the Ngwenya 

area, bu t vi er e obliged to konta to the Ngvienya chief . SIHHALA, 
the son of t ANWAYI I\ WAYI , vih o reigned as chief aft er iv1ANW YI W.AYI' s 
death, became i nvolved in a quarrefl with t h e 1 abus9s. , the quarrel 
arising over an att empt by the abusas to t ake the Ngw enya lond. 
The case vient 1>t 1v1 swati who plc.ced the Ngvienya under the 1viabusa . 
Both before and after the fight and even to this dEy the r e vi er e and 
ar e more Ngwenya thMmx living in this area than Ma busa . Some of 
1v1JiN'vv.AYIMv.AYI 1 s ch ildren fled to .Km the area of Am sterdam aft er 
this conflict becau se they did not want to be under the abusas. 
At that time Amsterdam was still under the Sviazis. They vient by 
themselves and vier e nat sent by the Sviazi king . ( On questioning 
the informant said that they went vi ith the con s ent of ~ sviati, but 
the wap in vihich this information was elicited sugge sts that this 
may not have been t he case). 

Prior to t he advent of Sornhlolo the Mav!imbela were und er the 
gvienya . Later there was a fight be tween Msviati and the ~ avimbela 

peo ple because M.tbUl~.tbtkhtkbl~ the daughter of 1"1.ANHLANhLANE, the 
111iavimbela chief , refused to arry Mswati. The name of the daughter 
\'la s GC ANYAN • 1•1 .ANHL L · 1 s home vi as surrounded by the 
Indhlav ela Reg iment , but v1.ANh Lh.l~HLA E esc aped . The latter then 
approached IDZI GA to intercede -m'or h i m 'With r- swati. The inf
ormant did not kno-w vihy Sidzinga in oarticular was approached to 
do this. 11iswati pardoned v1.ANHLAN L 'NE viho continued t o exaercise\ 
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the powers of a ch ief. The i nformant did not kno'W h o'W the 
Mavimbelas l ater lost their chief t ainship . The avimbelas 
lost the ma jority of thei r people in this wa r. They "Were very 
numerous before the fight , but the r gv1enyas "Were even more 
numerous still. The informant aid not kno'W "Why the S'Wazm king 
should have wished to marry a .tviavimbela rather than an g-wenya . 

The Ngwenya had no special magic. They made ho, s, sel l ing 
these f or cattle. They were given no special function by the 
wazi king s . The S'Wazi k ings have never ma rried an Ngwenya 

woman . 

Appar ent ly the only contact wi t h the Masekos was when one 
of the Ng"Wenya vis ited the 1as ekos. On his return he came back 
with GOZOLO f rom the aseko ar ea . There "Wa s no narticular sig 
n ificance in this. It mer ely axpxx explains how the Maselos in 
the rgwenya area got the re . 

The JKx induna of the Habusa chi ef of this area who had been 
pr eviously interview ed , ( and "Who had at this po i nt ad e no 
mention of the Ng"Wenya/ abusa conflict ) generaaly confirmed this 
account , adding also tha t : 
a . The abusa were independen t of the r·gwenya when they were 

first pl aced in this area . 
b . The conflict betw een the Ngwenya and abusa was not a very 

seriou s or great one , that sw ati intervened i n it and put 
an end to it by pl c ing the N g'Weny a unde r the Ha us a . 

c~.He confirmed the Ngwenya then a nd no'W were and ar e uor e 
numer ous than the abusa in t h is area o 
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••. ··••••••••••••••••LAG.ASA wa s of the SIBAND~E Clano She 
stayed behind in the present area beceuse she became tired while 
h swati was moving f rom eShiselweni . 

Of the surrounding clans the F.AGUDZE , 1v1.A.S&O and 1\.iil'lbD LB 
were in their areas when the pr es ent chief's f or bear arrived . 
The ivia busa ,gXlli Saqolo and .Manyatsi arrived l ater. 

Th is clan was never involv ed in any fi ghting vii th the Zulus. 


