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INFORi\WI' 1: SIMELANE SI MELA...WE ( Chi ef). 

AGE 52 

TIEGH lENT MAS<YrJ ENI 

AB.EA. 

I NFORMATI ON :ECEI VED FTI.011! i Fa t her ' s senior b r other - MHPONONO 

INFOPJvWI.' 2 J OZI SI HEIA NE 

P.EGIM8NT T!t.ALIN DANE 

INFOHl'.T.ATI ON IIECEI VF.1J H' RO:M: ).~other and Grand:par·ent s. 

The fi rst ki nt of the SD:]~"G_A_NB ' s wa s SHIBLANE. He begot LA:N GA . 
1.AJ'JGA ' s s ome was N'l'JI NGI LA , who se son wa s NSI:~ANDE I • NSIBAHDE bee.,o t: 
:JA.BONYA , whose son was BHOZONGO. BIWZOYGO b ego t N'I'J IIff IJ,A II, whose son 
wa s SH1EL.AEE II . 

Our _g_u stoms : Our dea cl cu stoma :l'i l y were c remated and no t bu-ei ed in t llose 
days . Th e onl y king so f ours t o be buri ed were DO'.?ONGO snd NTJIHCILA II . 
LOJIDA and SOI1iNJALOSE( both Si rnel ane women ), t h e mothe:rn of SOMHLOLO, wer e 
sist ers to NSibANTE; they came aft er hi m. LOJr ;A WD.s the i:to ther of 
SOI:1IHLOLO, but SOJ,JNJALOSE was bar:cen . So the Sime18n es came here foll owine 
our daughter , ( 110ther of Somhl ol o) and kine: IIBANDJi:NI r ec eived us warml y 
( a s hi s i n -laws), and t_:p.ve u s a pl ace . Good rel ati ons hav e s i nce t hen b een 
maint ained x between u s 2.nd the Swa:zi , so 1-:iu1ch so t lle.t even I myself am som 
of HBPJrnENI' s daucJ1t e r who hersel f was born o f a Si mel ane princess . Our 
Ki n t_ vi z , NTJINGIIJA II ( n ow l a te ) rei { ned s i de by si de wi th Kine ;1IA.?IJOKOELA • 

.Q.IUJl~.T.I.ON A • 
Vihen dicl t he Simel ane ' s c ome to b e i n th2. s a r ee .. , or have t hey a l way s been 
here ? 

I don ' t know t he yeaJ: , but i t wa~ duri nc the wars in this country. 

QUESTION Bo 
Did the Si melan e ' s come h ere when the Swazi ki ng s wer e i n Shi sel weni or when 
they wer e i n Mdi mba ? 

We came he r e ;Len t he Swazi Ki ne wa s i n Shisel wen i , and then he moved t o 
Zombode nt)a 1· t he Mdimba when we a rri ved at Shisel wen i . NDUNGill~YE was the 
Swazi Kini." who ma rri ed LOJI BA Simel8ne and SOUJ ALOSE. r:e followed. h i m b ecau se 
we knew he wou l d r i ve u s prot ec tion , havinr ma~cTied our dauchter , 

QUESTI ON C. 
W'nen the Swa zi were d i ll a t Shi sel weni wer e the Si mel anes compl etely 
i nde1;endent of t hem or wer e they under Swa zi cont r ol? 

We were not under t hem , b ecau se we wer e s t ill in Zululand then, 

QTJESTI ON D, 
Wh en di d t:he Si rne l ane s come under Swaz i c o trt rol? 

Thi s was when we wer e pej· secu ted imd t h e Swazi s were Qlready here ruid we 
fel t we woul d find IJeace c,mon e; them - I don ' t r emember the year when we c ame . 

QUES'.i'IOU E, 
When you came here you came under the Swazi? 

Yes , when we ar-ri ved we a sked fo r p ro tect ion a nd asked ~ o be the Swaz.i Ki n e. ' s 

sub jects , 
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SIMELNNE SI M.ELANE cont ••••• 

Q,UESTION I, 
V\fhat clans di d you f ind in thi s area? 

I can 1 t say , except that when we ca .e we reca1'ded everyone as a DL.6.MI NI. 

Q.UES'l'ION G, 
Do you know anyt hine, about the MA.SEKO' s? 

'r hese came here befo e u s , otherwi se they are our brothers. I t ' s 
they ca.e here befo .;'e our dauchter-J ot married to t he Swazi Kinr;, 
also Simelanes in fact . When they arrived her e they passed on to 
district neat" t he Usutu River, and set t led thereo 

just that 
They are 
MAHK:Ui:.NA 

~UESTI on H? 
1\~1ich c l ans came and settled in this area after t he Si ire l anes had been there? 

After us t here came, because they liked us ( we a:re their ovm pe ople ) the 
MANGOs, MASUKUS and NTJAKALASo 

QUESTION I. 
Can you tell u s s omething abou , the Queen-Hother and SOIJNJALOSE SI MELANE? 

Somnja lose and NSIBANDE' s mother was Miss irn110~ Gl'.J11NDLA i n Zul ulGnd . The 
NDLANC'·AMAID1*~ ... game on their own to Shisel weni and l ong befo e u s , and we 
found them/ wit& SOT:.If1UBU their kint~ o 

QUESTION J. 
Was SOM>:JALOSE ret arded as a r: r eat queen, or a good or a bad one ? 

As her rele.tive I can 't EllQC kn ow that she v1a s ba d , bu t her i n - l aws ma y know 
this better a s she stayed with them. 

QUES'l'I ON K. 
She's supposed t o have been Que en-mother f or a lon£ timeo Did she live for 
a long t i me? 

Yes she reigned f or a lone; time 0 

QUESTION L. 
Do you know why Somhlolo lef t Shi sel weni and went to the n or t h? 

He felt t ha t he mi Lht be a t tacked by t he Zul us as these wer e fi ghting i n 
ZuluL .nd , not very fa.· from Shiselweni. 

QUESTION M. 
Did Somhlolo go st r ai (:ht up the1·e all in one journey, or did he stop a t 
various places and wai t for a lit t le whileo 

He sjopped at various pl aces and t hen proceeded 0 

QUESTION N, 
Can you tell us the name s of the places he stopped at? 

HeJ£ s t arted from ETJENI-la-NGWANE, aLer leaving Shiselweni and stopped 
again at ZCMBODEo Then he p r oceeded t o LOB.A.MBA( SOMJALOSE' s~raal ) • 

QUESTION O. 
Are there any famous Si melane 's who are s t ill remember ed? 

• 

Yes- t hese were t hose who went to stay at Loba mba Royal Kr aal i n the s ervice 
of the Kine , and wer e found t o posses s a strong medicine for doctoring the 
a rrnyo This was after we had come t o t his pl ace. These men wer e t aken by 
t he Swazis and ci ven a place ( ZAN DONDO) where t hey st::iv ed and are still t her<:: 
for the purpose of doctorilil.g the army. 

QUESTION P. 
When did they s tart t o doctor the army? 

I don't r emember the year because our people didn 't tell the time b~1 year s 
as we do n ow, 
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SI HELA.N E SIMl~LPJllE cont •••• 

_g,u:smioN Q, 
V·1 hen did these doctors o f t he army go to sto..y a t Lobamba for the f irst t i me ? 

It was during MB.A.NDZENI ' s r eien, and r i ght through }g_J_(LOKOHLA ' s reio 1. 
They were liked by the Swazi King·; he ga ve t h em a p l ace but they a re still 
under Chief Simel ane a t NTJINGILA ( i. e . the headquarters o · t he Simelanes 
in Shisel weni) . 

r::nrnsTION R. 
Tell me about Zulu raids from Zu 1ulruid inLo Swa ziland. Did t he Simel anes 
ever defend Swa zil and? 

When we came here the Swazi Kinfc c.av e u s this pl ace and we settl ed . The 
Kint 1 s i dea i n :-'l acing u s here was to k eep out these raids because he k-new 
we were stro :1c wi;i,rri orq. A_nd so it hap~ened tho.t when the Zulus r a ided 
Swaziland they ( al so knowinc us to be stron,: ) avoided us and came i nt o 
Swaziland through NHLANGANO instead of past us here . The Zulu army then 
proceeded from NHL!.NGANO through ITI'HAMBAMA to LUBDYA , where it at tacked 
and nearly wi ped out t h e Swazi s - l eaving us untouchP.d for fear of µ s . 

Q.UESTION S, 
Tell me the r oute t he 7,ulus used when t hey came in? 

I !'laim c;t remember , but when th<W realised t hat t hey could not go pa st re r e 
for fear of u s they came in through EDU'.1IBE t o Jv1AHANG3A and f :rom the:re ac r os :--: 
the HKHOBDO r i ver, f inally t o MTI-L.!\.MBA , wher e they found the Swazis hiding 
i n caves at LUBUYA0 It is in t his battle t hat such warriors as Pr inc e 
NDLALUDZAKE and some Simel anes , such a s my father MBI KO died . These 
received news of t he fi ehtine and quickl y wen l there to f i t ht on the side 
o f the Swazis . The 7.ulus t hen retreated and fled . The s e f ew Simel ane:E · 
men went on their own to ~± fi t:ht i n the Bat tle of Lubuya , not sent by the 
Kin[ at a ll. Our men went t o f i e_:ht in order to make sure the Zulus were 
conquered so that they mi cht have no more opportunity to come n ear us if 
they conquered the Swazi • 

.Q.UESTION T. 
·who were the main e! l Ms t hat fou, ht a t Lubuya ? 

These were the Simel anes from NTJ I NGI LA here , and they went to hel p the Swa zi s 
and MAMBAS. 

:g.UES'l' IW U. 
At t his time were t hey all part of the Ki n t ' s :rec_i meni, or did t hey hav e 
s epa rate ·r egi ments? 

They were r egi.ment s of t he one kine, but t,hey were corrnnand c,d by di f f erent 
chiefs i.e. chiefs of thei r own clan . 

QUESTI ON V. 
At the pr esent time whi ch clans a re around this area ? 

I thi nk t he Swa zi s wi l l. know t hese clans bet t er than us b ecause we y came 
a f ter the Swa zis had b een here . 

QU:-~ STION W 0 

While still in Zul uland which a rea di cl the Simelanes occupy? 

Tulpangenio 

QUESTIONX 
\i\'hen the Simelane l e f t Empo..ngeni did they come straight here or di d they stop 
somewhere? 
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SIM.ELANE SH!ELAJrn cont ._ •• 

We stopped on the o the r s i de of the Pon1._ ol a r i ver when we came , and set Ll ed 
there for s oi:rre t irµ e . It i s here t hat t he army found u s and our Kine; M.ABONYA 
di ed du r ing the fi e:;ht ing . From there we c ame to the Swazi foll ovvi.ne; our 
sister ( Queen Mothe r), MAQA.LA carrying lit t le BOZONGO on her ba ck . 

QUESTI ON Y. 
Do yolikilOw anythi n t about NDUNGmYE? 

I lmow no thi ne; - the Swa zi s will know. 

QUES'l'ION Z . 
Do you know anythi ng about the other chil dren of SO!'~JJlIDSE? 

No, ,I know only about Kine Somhlol o • 

.9._U]_$.'l"..1_QU .. Ah 
Have you heard of a man or a pr.· i nce call ed l\'lAGWEGWE or : GWEKAZI? 

no . 

QUESTION Bl . 
Do you know anything about a son of §omhlol o c all ed SIGWEGVIE? 

I've heard that Somhl olo had a s on SffWEGWE , but no more than that . 

QUES'rION Cl. 
Could you tell anything about FOKOTA , the son of Somhlolo? 

This was Pri nce FOKOTA; hi s other name was J OJ O and he was father of Prince 
MAKHAHLELEKti. 0 :My mot her was MAKllti.HLELEK.A ' s daue;ht er. FOKO'I1A was not kill ed 
becau se o f a disput e but becau se instead of mour.nin[ t he deat i1 of Kin g MSWA.TI 
he came i n to the cattle k raal en d danced t o a song , aft er which he came ou:C 
an d wal ked away i n a.ne;er . Thi s fri [ht ened the Royal Family ; they thou{:]lt 
he was goine: away to send an a r my to s estroy them. So they dec i ded to 
fors t a J.1 him by t racking hi m and killine: hi m before he could send his army 0 

QUES'I'I ON Dl • 
·. ere there any other pinces involved in this? 

- - - - -? (1) 

QUESTION El • 
Where wa s Fokota livinc at this time? 

He l i ved a t MAHAMBA kraal under the caxe of King MSW.A.TI ' s b ody- e;ua:i;:d ond 
induna ca ll ed MSHENGU . 

QUES'rI ON Fl • 
Did any other clans o r pr i nces t::et in to t r oubl e because A FOK.OTI? 

I never heard. of o.ny . 

QQ]'.iSTI ON Gl. 
Can you t ell me anythinc ab au t ILi\.LAl'vIBULE? 

He was a Swazi , so I don ' t !mow about him. 

QUES'l1ION Hl . 
MAL UN GE? 

:Ma lun&.e was rrnANDZEITI ' s S OD o 

(1) Ileply here wa s uncl ear as several peopl e were speaki nr; a t once . 
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SI MELANE SH1EL.AJ~E cont •• . • 

QUE STION Il. 
Were ther e any Sot ho chiefs lillen the Swa zis wei·e in Shi s el weni - have you 
ever h ea r d of a man calJal MOY.ENI ? 

I don 1 t know but I ' ve h eard i t s a i d t hat there wej_'e Basu to s in t he rmD/IBA area. 

OlJESTION J l. 
When the Swa zi s were in Shi sel weni and the Simelane wer e he1e how far north 
£did the Swa zi control ? 

They cont r olled as far o,s m-IDLU beyond :Baber ton where Ki n e; LODLCHGO ( of 
Baber ton ) r ei gned , a whi te man , and i n t he di r ec t ion of MANKAYAJfR , a s far a s 
t he USU111U River , whi ch formed the boundar y . 

@ESTI ON Kl. 
Whi ch wer e the clan s under t he Swaziki ne; , Sobhu za , at t he time? 

I don ' t know, but t her e were t he lilASEKOs i n charce of t he area a t Manka~3lla 

as far a s the Usutu ~-liver , and the se came under t he Swazi s i::hen t 1'e Swazis 
went there. 

QUESTI ON--1.L_ 
Do you know how the NTST-TANGASE :1eopl e came to be w:tere t hey are? 

I do not knov•o 

QUESTION Ml. 
When t he Simelanes were here what wer e t heir relat i ons with the Maseko? 

t 
There we1'e r ood r el a tions bEfveen u s , but there was no particularly bi ndi ne; 
~ for ce between us . 

QUESTION Nl. 
Vmat was the nar:i.e of the f.'Jaseko chief when the Si melanes came i nto t his aY.'ea ? 

I don ' t kno-r;. 

Qlill§_1'JON 01 . 
Do you know anythi nr; about Somhl olos son KOPOLO? 

I :know t hat lie w:_,r__; my uncle, bu t I don ' t know anything too ba d. about him. 

QUES'l'I ON Pl • 
What about M:BOVANB FAKUDZE? 

He was a b i e, i nduna e,t Lohamba durinc Somj a l ose ' s rei t n . 

'JUE S1'I ON Ql • 
Do ;you know anyt h i n e; about SANDI-ILANA /~WJ.JiE ? 

He WB,s the Kint_ 1 s i n cluna at the LUD '.7.I D'.7.I NI r oyo,l kr a oJ.. 

QJIBS~I ON fil • 
Do you know how h e died ? 

No . 

QUESTION Sl. 
Do you know why KOPOLO was for c ed t o l eave Swa, ilan<l ? 

No , I don ' t know how or why he 1 eft Swa7.iland . 
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·Sil\/IELAHE SIHEIA NE con t •••• 

QU "STI O~ Tl , 
Do you lmmv anyt hinc; about Tulll!EMBZI? 

He was prince of SI'~JENI . 

QWS'rI ON Ul • 
What was the name of the Zulu chi e f who forc ed Somhlolo to l eave? 

I clon 1 t rememb er • 

.Q..D,]S'J'ION Vl. 
Who was l.he mothe r of NTJ INGILA? 

The mother of N'l\TINC ILA I I vra s dauf~hter of a pr ince at NYAIG'SNI. 

QUES'-I .ON Wl . 
Was t h ere ever a dispute betwe(;n the Si mel ane and t he at her peopl e around he:rn? 

No , b ecause t he peo ple around a l vrays came t o us for protection durine:: attqcks . 
We vmre stTone; because we had our own kine;. 

QUESTION Xl o 

Did any other 
Somjalose? 

Simel Me ~x wom ~ become 1110ther to a Swaz. i kint b e sides 
'V 

There was only one other , mother of orince ?T.A.SUl·IPB , and she wa s MAHLOKOHLA 1 s 
wife . 

QQ.E_9"J 'I_ON Yl • 
Do you know m :> thin€: ab out La - MGANGENI? 

No. 

C~UESTI ON Zl • 
Dj_d you ever hear of a chi ef call ed NYAHAYENJ A who lived near the sourc e of 
the HKONDO River? 

I don ' t know mµc h abou i. him but he i s a chief and ha s his it k ra::i.l near Pi et 
Ret i:ef 0 

Q.'QPS'l1ION A2 2 

Do you know anything ab out LANC:iABI LALELE? 

I don ' t know hi m• here in Swaziland , but I have kn uvm the :WC LANGALI BALFLE 
peopl e in Zulul and . 

QUESTION ~b_ 
Have you_ ever heaTd of a bi t:· Basuto chi ef dur inc; Somhlolo ' s rei t n callffi MGI 7.A? 

No . 

Q.UEf.TION C2 , 
Do you know anythin[ about how DINGAHE was kill ed? 

He was killed by .MHLANGANO after Shaka had been killed , a...nd n ow ther e was rival r y 
between them as to whom wou l d be kin[ o 

QUESTIO_F D2 . 
Dcil you know anything about NDUNGUNYE? 

I have heard that NDUUGl.mYE was a famous vra:r·r ior bu t his mot her 1.--' ersuaded him 
to abandon his war activities no matter how popular these activiti es were 
making hi m. 



- 7 -

SIMELA.NE SII1ELANE cont ••• 

~.STION E2. 
What was Ndungurwe ' s kraa l called. 

I don 't know. 

QID~S'J'I ON F2, 
Did t he Sime!anes fight very often to defend this area? 

No, we didn 't have to f i e.;ht for this area beca use we we r e f i ven i t by the Kin{ • 

Que stion G2. 
'l'ell me about NGOLOTJENI NDW.ANDWE . 

I don ' t know anythin c; besides t hat he was a Ndw:mdwe near Hluti. 

QUESTI CN H2. 
'foll me ab ou t '11}1\_NDILE? 

I knibw no t hine:. 

QUESTION I2. 
When the Simelanes were placed he :;. e was i t for any part i e;ula r reason? 

.QlJES''.ION J2 , 
Are the.<' e mevny Simelsnes i n Zululand'? 

Yes, v ery very many . They still occupy suc h a reas a s NKALAN:'Jff:NI, Utrecht etco 
under chiefs, and are a ver y bi r: clan, 

QUESTION K2. 
Are t llere any famous Simelane men on t he Kin 1.. ' s counc il? 

Well known imm Simelanes a.re myself and those men a t ZANDONDO. 

QUESTION 12. 
Have the Simelane s a: i n the pa st ever ;:ad any dispute i,eo dur ing the rei€1f1s 
of Somhlolo or Mswat i or Mbandzeni, over who :e was t o be the chief? 

No they never had any. 

QUESTION M2._ 
Can you tell me about t he people under Somquba? 

I don 't knov1 the n ames of these but they wel'e there 0 

QIIBS'd ON N2 . 
What was their relationship with the NKAK'JULI<is? 

I don 1 t know about t hese. 

Q.UEf2.'P ON 02. 
Wh at about hlmi::x: neie,hbours? 

your 
The Mamba, the people of LA VUMISA, the MNGOMEZULU under '.L'HT::KWANE , the people of 
SIKlIO'rHENI under NDWANDVIE , the HSI BANE , the M.AVIBAS, MDLULI and the KHID/IALO 
and finally the DLA.MI NIS - these are the Simebnes neichbours 

QUESTION P2 0 

Were the Mambas here before the Simelanes. 

Yes we found them and t he Mdluli here . They arrived with the Swazi, they and 
the NSI BANDE. 
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