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13 March US9 

The £dltor 
WeoklJ Mall 
P O Box 260425 
Excom 
2023 

Dear Sir 

In response to the article by lvor Powell, Gutlt-2d1•d Exotica, The boomtn1 
trade Jn black cn!ts. Weekly Mail February 2C - March Z 1989, and ln the 
PrJdaJ 3 - 9 March edttlon, I wish to point out certain Inaccuracies. 

Tb• Jaques collection of hoadresta ha•, since Its loan to the African& Museum 
tn 19SO, bad a representative co11ect1on on exhibition, Uratly ln the Alrlcana 
Museum situated In the Public Library and subsequently f'ro111 14'10, In the 
A!rtcana Museum In Pro1reu situated In the old Market bu1ld1DI ln Newtown. 
As the name tmpltes, the latter museum has been In a state of transition and 
atnce November of last year has been closed to th• public while con11tructlon 
of a major museum complex takes place. 

The Jaques collection of head r esta ••• not purchased by a major banltlq 
concern. The Intervention ••• by the Jobannesbur1 Art Gallery u.atns fun.din& 
aYatlable for purchases from a trust fund established by the An1lo A.merlean 
Corporation and example, of the headrest collection, contrary to the su11e s tlon, 
are oa disp lay In the Gallery. lt has bMn. publlcly announced that the above
-•tloned collectlo a wilt form part of a major exhibition in November of this 
79&r for which oqotna r eaearcb baa bMn. conduct•d ov•r the past two year•. 
la addition r•Narch In.to the cotlectlon uadertake11 wht1• hou"~d in the African& 
....._. haa bee n pub li shed ln Afr l cana Notes and N•w•. I would appreclat• 
your Nttla1 th• r•corda at r at1ht. 

Your, atncerely 

C II TILL 
DIHCTOI 
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Office ofU1c Ocputy Vke-Clt<1ncellor(R cscarchJ 

UNIVERSITY ()f THE WJTWATERSMND. JOHANNESBURG 

I .Jd11 Smut:s Avenue . Johannel>hu rg 

4 June 1987 

The Di rector 
Johannesburg Art Gallery 
P O Box 23561 
Joubert Park 
2044 

Dear /lr Till 

18 l'OWITS 
2050. S0l!TH MR.Lu\ 

::t°' Unlwits · 
S Telet-,.: 4-50937 VC~11':> 
~ (011} 7)6-4186 

Thank you for your letter of 12 1·'.ay 1987 in regard to the Jaques 
Collection. Indeed ~1e had our lines slightly crossed but it certainly 
has not affected the exc~llent relationship between our t1-10 
organisations . tior wi 11 I permit it to do so. if there were any danger 
of that. 

\..'e certainly did agree that the first and over-riding concern was to 
retain the Jaques Collection in the country and this has been achieved~ 
I did think that as they had invited us to make a formal offer which 
we had made. "'e \-;ere, as it \·1ere. in a queue, but the major objective 
has been achieved and perhaps at some time some selected pieces might 
be shown in the Wits Art Galleries. 

I think more and more ~1e must Nork towards a close and effective inter
action between our two Galleries for the benefit of all . Be assured 
of my positive concern that this should be so. 

!Jith best wishes 

J P F SELLSCHOP 
Deputy Vice-Chance l lor (Research) 

JPFS/at Ref.45 

.-,v1a.-...i,r .... ,~c., .. _,..., ......... .,, t,111., 1,,~ 
Ullludrnlbud) .. ttw t •••""11..-0,,, 
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,~.;.;. ,11 ,:: -it,' cf the \/ltl'.,~tr.r:,ranrl to be tn coripetitton bu t r&thcr wa~ e~1surlng 
t'.at A ·:~r·1 ·•J.lLabJe collr-c:tl:!'l ;m r · .. :,r, · re" ''J.1~ ::ot lost to the City 3nd 
J • 1: ;~·" .. ~: Hit:· the C'>t1r~r,. '7')'.i!"; T - c n.""11"':ncntlng the- c-:,l!cc ti on 
rf t~ .. ~ r.·terhl J: •:-.e !Ja'.·,~:··L t'/ "".f t ·c \i ~t\"'rllt•_!"•;rand'r. Collcct!Pu, t'.loreby 
prov l <!ln, a regource tr, .. ct whlc:. tbe: tudj' anl..! rccognitlfln of Africa."\ art 
will continue to devfl'lop. 
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e excellent relationship with the University is one which I r gard 
d ould be distressed to think that t h i s s hon ld i a l 

h a misconception by either party. 

oi.1rs sincer 1 y 
, 

c ! TILL 
T'"'\ 

I 



offlce oru,e Deputy Vice-Ownce//or /Rc~,-,,rchl 

UNIVERSITY OF THE W\TW~TERSRAND, JOHANNESBURG 
181 ro WITS 

1 Jan Smuts Avenue, Johannesburg 

SlR!ClLY PR!VAlE AHO COHF!OEHTIAL 

Mr C M lil 1 
Di rector 
Johannesburg Art Ga 11 ery 
P O Box 23561 
JOUBERT PARK 
2044 

2050, SOlJTH AfRICA 

-~-' UniW'its 
~ Te letex 4,-509;)7 VCWITS 
~ (011) 716-4186 

30 March 1987 

Dear Mr l i 11 
I appreciate d receiving your letter of 17 liarch bringing t o my at t ention 
that you have purchased the Jaques Co11ect 1on. I am naturally pleased 
t hat the col l ec t ion is staying in the country though I am a l i t tle 
bit puzzled as it was my understanding that we would not "compete" 
against one another on this and that the Jaques family would give the 
University the opportun i ty of 11matching " any other bid. Hence l am 
surprised that neither t he Jaques family nor the Johannesburg Art Gal l ery 
drew us into the discussions at least. Se that as it may, I am very 
pleased that the collect i on remains in the country. 

I would like to echo your sentiments that the co-operati on between 
the University and the Gallery should be stimulated and continue and 
I appreciate your comments about the time we devoted to the whole Jaques 

Collection i ssue . 

1/ith best wishes 

Y~incerely 

- ~ 
J· F SEL~P 
Deputy Vice-Chance 11 or (Research) 

JPFS/at Ref. 35 

cc Professor A Crump, Head: 
Department of Fine Arts 

111) 111 UM: ,n "llliun l)t 
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b;;~ -~~-loa~ to the Africana Museum s i nce 1951 . 

.. . 1 _ _ _ .t: .L.. 1 - .L, .. - - 1 .! • - - - 1 - - .... - -- .! .- 1 -... , ....... -,.... 

( f) PURCHASE OF THE 
JAQUES COLLECTION 

RESOLVED 

8 

\\ J ' 
tY) c. ~~ f,~~-· 

1 That the Jaques collection of neckrests be purchased for Rl50 OOO, 
excluding GST, and be paid for with funds from the Anglo American Centenary 
Trust. 

2 That the City Secretary convey the Council's thanks to the Anglo 
American Centenary Trust. 
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The City Suretary uid tti.t the City Librarian ha d .,,t.itted a report •• 
tollo .. a: 

.. The Jaques collection o r ne c kr eau , nwr,bedng I ll. iterns, 
collecu d by the Aeverend A, P, Jaques in the early 1920s, h,.111 
been on lo al'I to thf' A£ri cana Huaeu,a aince 19~1. 

Thcr•e ,.1bject~ are itua,ples of the traditional .. t,trbl culture 
ol the Afri.:an l)t'Ople of Southecn Africa and are f lne f'>e.aaplea 
of the aesthetic repr,uented by the coi1obinationa c,f 3bstract 
ah, ,pe-6 used i.n thf' i.1 conllt n.1c t i.on ar\d decorat lon, , They 
illuat rate the diveuity of atylt- and reprti;NH traditiona l 
African tri ba l an, The collertion has beeu d11dared a 
national tr ea,1,ure t,y the Nati o,,.u '1.>nUIIM"l'ltS Council. 

The c~H dre n ,( th4' levenmd Jaq~a first otfered lhe 
cnlh:clion t.ir 15,111,e, last year .tnd thiP Direetor, Art C.llery . 
endeavoured to find funds to puri ;ha,e the collection for the 
Africana Muse wt1, a11 n had cared for the coll ectio n for a 
coniddcrable period of ti111e, The funds were not forthcoming 
and the Jaque .s (a.nilly informed the Director, Art Ca llery , Lha t 
a fir111 offer for the co l lection ha• been made and that unle,s 
the Afdcana '1uHUlll exercised lt.a rlgbt of fir st refu.sal, th e 
collec ticn t.l'Ould be ,old to the buyer - the ideiitily o f vh<ffll 
ha, been r evea.hd to the Director . 

In the light of the afor-et'l'.entioned, the Di r-cctor , Art Gallery ' s 
obligatio n to th e Africana. Museum 1n the first instance fell 
away •nd t he col le c t ion is now av.ailable fol' purchase by the 
Art C..allery . It 1, com;:ide red that the collect ion will 
coaoplc ment the Lowtn collection purchased by a private buyer 
and presently on loan to the Art Calle ry. 

Inter11ational vi sito r • to the Art Calh: r-y continu,,ll y question 
the la ck of Afri c,m art collection, and this acqui 1'1ition will 
form the basis of tiuch a collec ti on . 

Tl:e Art Gallel'y J'o,-..ittel!' ,:1.nd the Anglo ~tican Centenar y 
Ttu$t l'lavc agreed to the p1;.rrhase. The Trust has UH! (Lnds 
waih1!)le a!ld i& vii ling to Nile payment as soon a• app r oval 
for tue purchase h given. 

The o ki ng price is Rl 50 000 , e xcluding GST, and ig C'onsidercd 
ru& onable given pricu of similar pieces inf r"qutnLly being 
offered on intern ational auction floors." 

The Chai rMan h 1<1 that the purchase &h 1 
Council·, thank& &bould be conveyed t Ou/ be authori!ed and that the 

0 t e Ang lo Amc1· 1can Centenary Trust . 

~ 

I That the Jaques coll"'cticn of n 
tcX"Ldlna .t:!iiT, and be pa id for "th /ckrests be puri.;ha1;ed for RlS O ()()('I 
Trua1. v i und, fro. the Az:glo A:rierican Cente~ ary 

Amerie!~··~.~~eencJ,•yty .:t:u',c ~t. t,u -y conv e y the Couoc i l ' 
~ 1 , ~ t- th 111\.t. to the Ant;lo 



THE ANGLO AM~RICAN JOHANN£$BU~G CENTENARY TRUST 

S/MJC/BG - 5916t 

Telephone enquiries: 
N.J. Ca1:1pbell - 638-JS06 

April l 1987 

Mr P. Jaques 
c/o Johannesburg Art 

Callery 
Joubert Park 
JOHANNESBURG 
2001 

Dear Sir, 

PURCHASE Of NECK ReSTS 

we have pleasure in attaching our cheque for Rl50 000,00 (excl. 

GST) foe the purchase of the 114 neck rests. On receipt of your 

duly signed invoice the Trust shall pay to the Receiver of 

Revenue Rl8 OOO, being GST on this purchase. 

Youca faithfully, 

ANGLO AMERICAN CORPORATION OF SOUTH AFRICA LIMITED Secretaries 

~i "·'· """"" Companies Secretary 

c.c. D1tector, Johannesburg Art Gallery 
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Joiiat\fl e s t>ur-~ Art Ga llery 
Rex ZJ S6 1 
J~ut>ert Pa rj( 

M · ~unCrt>J ~nd ;- <Jr!cen h •.e:.t1: 

S0i909 

50/?J J 

SI) 1 I 1~J ~ 

I )T, \r P~I C:f : 

S111,ned1 

~ lgr,cd: , . '/. .1P,'{,W .\ .. .. . 
P Ja<Juc"' (',H u; 

.. ~.~:.,.~)-...... . 

'>0/907 

S0/931 

50/Q,12 

~n I] l,"11-, 

>t~ octor , Joh:inne : l) urg Art G.1l1~!"y 

" 
" lo 

11 

IS 

Or P JaQ ue.s 
Boie IZ 
E li m Hoaplt ,.1 
0960 

Purchaser on behalf of th~ 
Anglo Amrrlraa C"'ntrn !irv Trm1t 



'1HANNE BURG ART GALLERY 

With the compliments of the D irector 

31.3.87 
/(.;_c. ~ , 10 r,.,.._ 

"3( ('/ )~ 

TO BE DELIVERED 
TO : {_( c~ 

MR PATRICK ESN OUF 
PERSONAL ASSISTANT 
TO MR HF OPPENHEIMER 
ANGLO AMERICAN CORP OF 
44 MAIN STREET 
JOHANNESBURG 

Telephone• 72"l • 3180 

SA LTD 

l?( ). Box 23'161 
Jouhcrt l\1rk 

20·14 

1 d ' -· '"'"'•1 •'-llOR --~·~_ro uclns a book on this or African t rlba 
. -- • -·· - ---·• material , I would l 
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10 Much 1987 

• \tr H F Oppenheimer 
c/o fk>x 61~87 
Zl07 Marshalltown 

Dear !'r Oppenheimer 

Wlth regard to your collection of African tribal art and your possible lnterest 
In ,?roduclng a book on tt\111 material, l would llke to make the following obser
vation anJ susgestlon. 

ln the Interests of presentlns a realistic concept, 1 took the liberty of asking 
Cynthia KRmp to look through the col1ect1on and discussing thi, project with 
her. Mrs Kerop ex.)reaed great 1ntere5t and considered It would be a book 
we11 wcrth the Srenthurat Press producing and she ls prepared to do o;o wlthln 
the time constraints or present commitments. lt would be aimed d beln1 a 
stan~ard work on Southern African tribal art and while produced to the same 
istandards of Brenthurst Press publicatlons, e wider m11.rket and therefore lower 

• unit prlc:e ls envisaged. 

There ls no doubt that the collection ls o! great importance and. belng the 
subject of a book, would draw attention to the wealth of material produced 
by the people of this region. There Is, to my knowledge, no such pubtlcatll'.'!n 
at pre!:ent. 

The ci,IJ•ctlon betna tn the Gallery and the subject of the planned exblbitlon, 
li,ade rne to 111ggeat that the research undertaken for a catalogue would form 
part of the larger publication. 1 would be prepared to take on the rftapon!!l
blUty of productn1 auc;h a book In consultation with and reference to other 
reco1nl1ed expert• ln the field. My own Held of interest and post-graduate 
qual1UcaUon1 are In African art which 1 actively collected for the Natlonal 
Gallery of Zimbabwe while IU Director. This together wllh our stated aim 
of developJna an African art collection and the recent purchase of the Jaques 
collection for the Gallery, would provide the platform from whlc.h the research 
!or a book on you r co11ectlon wou l d be built, 

I I would 



1 would be pleased to dlacuss the project ln more detail should you wlsh. 
on r:ny return. or, a l ternatively In London at your convenlence durlns: the latter 

part of April. 

Yours sincerely 

C M T ILL 
DIRECTOR 
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rHF. ANC O AMF.PICA/I J0HANt1ES8URG CENTEt:AP'J TRUST 

•, . 
RESOLUTION OF TRUSTEES 

(In terms of act1cle 9 . 9) 

PURCHASE OF NECK RESTS 

The Secretaries reported that the Director of the Johan nesbu r g 
Art Gallery had identified for purchase 114 decora t ive wooden 
nee~ rests, mostly dating back to the 1920's . It ~as bel ieved 
that as the neck rests ~ould enhance the Gallery's African art 
collection, they should be purchased for an aggregate a~oun t of 
RlSO OOO. 

l>ESOLvr.o 

that the Trust purc~ase foe display at the Gallery 114 carved 
wooden" =k rests foe a total sum of RlSO OOO and that Mr C . M. 
Till tn his capacity as director of the Gallery be autno r ised 
to enter into such agreements as may be necessarz to ef fect 
this transaction . 

DAE ~ 
CHG Af \,\, ).,,i I_.AI.). 

JFO owllll~ 

JMR "''-'"i:l · -
CMT (/1,/~) "''---

JOHANNESBURG 
March 17 1987 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) TRUSTEES 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
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I r:..l·"- ~t<Le,,,.,. 
NIGW A1<£RICAN a:>Rl'U<ATIQI OF sa;:,1 AffilCA 1.rnrn:n ,x 1~ <'. '"r7 

x,,-., 10: M J 0..-.pbe.ll 1".....i.rch 26, 1987 

rnct1 Mike M.l.rncWick 

SUBJECT: =ul A.'!ERICAN J~!L~ CWI'ENAA"t TR,'ST 
S>.LES TAX 

..:-.th reference to your note dated r-".a.rdl _ 18, 1987 in "'hlch you query the 
rusitlon of the trust az regards liability tor sales tax on pure.ha!~ of 
a..""t:werk for don..1tion to t:he .Johannesburq Art Gallery, I re.sp::,rrl as 
tollc,..."S: 

l. Sec::i= 5(1) (aJ o! the SA1es Tax Act requires that ,;ales tax t,> levied 
on every sale of gocds ccncluded . 1n addition SectlOl"I 5~1) (g) c! ti'K? 
Act requires that sales tax be levied a, <pXls lll1"):-t.ed intc> the 
Republic. 

Sect ion 1 (xvi) defines aoods as being mrporeal novcable _ th~~ and. 
cont.ai..ns no cxc:-ption t~this dc!.in.itfon for "lll"'tWO"ii<S11

--: --

Section 6 of the Act doals with the exe:rrptlons f~ sales ~ and 
contains no exc:;:,tion fo r purchases o! ~rk or for p.irchases 
generally by a body such as the Anglo American Johannesburg centenary 
Trust. 

Section l(xxix) de!ines the 1,,,-ord sale in relation to goods as r.ea.nirq 
a.-ry •= ,'1ereby a party therctD agrees tD sell, grarrc, danace or 
cede gcxx:!s to ancither or cxcha.n:Je goods wit.h another or ot..l-ier..·isc U> 
dispose of goods u, another but ~ at subp.u-a (d) (vii) any 
don.at.ion of goods whlch are not held by the donor !or the p..irpcx..es of 
any oontinuing cormcrcial, !ina.'iCial 1 industrial, mining, farming, 
forestxy or fishing conce..."TJ ca..-ried on for profit or !"or t.""i.e p.J.rJX>'5eS 
c! any profes~ional pract.ice ca..--ried o., !o!' profit. 

In Slr":':"a...ry therefc!"e, t.'1c p..L.""C.'lase o[ arr .. u:--i'.s b ~ing corp::,!°ea? 
~eable th.1NJ:;, by t..lie ttu5t, i,..nethc_-r p..trehased loc.ally or i:r.portt~ 
·..:111 be mlhjcct to ScJ.les tax. The orrNdl"d donation by the t:.rust t.o the 
a..."t gallery hc, .. :ever, ,,:ill not at~tt !',ales tax. 

As noted atx,,.,c. the !ial:)ilicy !"o!" sales tax as rcq.a:'rl!. art- ... "O:-ks 
p.irchased is 111"'..:.U:!d to the sale/?J...'"'Chase of corp:>ral r.oveab::..e 
t.tun;Js. It tnay arise that the t...""USt c::crtnission.s an a.re..'Ork sudl as a 
£CUJ.ptw:e "'1.ich 1s tD be fixed to a b.Jilding in $Uch a way as to 
pennanently fonn pa.rt of the l::u.ilding. SUch an art\.ork would not 
fall into the definition of ~ an:! not be subject. to sa1 es tax 
urder section 5(1) (a). The artist would be deemed to be carrying on a 
ocr.tzuc:tion activity (as defined in Sc:hecllle 3 of the Act) an:! wo.JJ.d 
be ""'1-1ired to pay sal• tax on all his i.rp.its. His invoice would no~ 
.-.fleet a charge tor sal• tax. However, he will have taken account 
of the 11&1• tax borne by hilMelf in arriving at hls final price. 



THE ANGLO AMF.RICAN JOHANNESP.URC. CENTENARY '!'RIIS'!' 

RESOLUTION OF TRIIS'l'EES 
{In terms of clause 9.q of the 

articles of association) 

GENERAL SALES "'AX: PURCHASE OF NErK RFS'l'S 

The secretaries referred to the resolution of Trustees Oar-p,~ 
March 17 1987 entitled 'Purchase of Neck Pests 1 and reporter 
that in terms of the sales Tax Act, 1cne, there appea:-~ no 
possibility of the Trust being exempt from the payJT1ent of 
General Sales Tax (GSTl on the purchase of art works as was 
originally comtemplated 1n that resolution . 

RESOLVED 

that the Trust pay an additional Rl8 OOO for the 114 neck 
rests, being 121 GST on the purchase price of Rl50 OOO ann tha 
Mr C . M. Till in his capacity as director of the ,Johanneshuro 
Art Gallery or failing him, Mr M.J. Campbell, a nominee o~ thP 
Secretaries to the Trust, he authorised to make such 
arrangements as may be necessary to effect the payment of r.s=. 

/J I 
DAE 

/..;:/_~ _ _,_ 

CRG I ~\, 

JPO~ -
.... 

JMR ~[v·G 

CMT - ....... 

.JOHANNESBURG 
March 30 1987 
5137t 
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GAZETTE DE:.s 
"O"'t' t c.,.e E.Aux 

A.RTs 

F .. , .. ,ouflj, SAINT HONORE 

,.c '7!iooe p,i,.1=11s 

Monsieur le ConservateuT, 

. Comme l~s annees precedentes 
publleT prochainement un numero d ' la Gaiette des B 
au, nouve!les acquisitions des mu~ .

1
• Chronique des A~~~x-Ans n. ees dans le monde enti~r~onsacre 

Nous sommes, malheureusement t · . 
nombre de photographies de ce numer~ ~~~~"~-~ amenes a reduire le 
naissants de ne nous adresser que de; phot us senons done recon
pluS imp ortantes acqu~ses au cours ie 198-~g:~P~)~' -~:~d~:uvres 1:s 
4u,· uvUS ~uud« uu,, uto auueo a,su;,;:;c,n, ,!'o,/.es .-/~~-;:·'~· 
contempora mes auxque lles vous ten e. part iculierernent. ........ • ' 

Les photographies en noir et blanc denont eue accoto.pa!'.!,n~es 
de legendes rcd1gees en francai; ou en anglais, indiquant notawent 
s'il s'agit de dons (nom du do nateu r ), ou d'acquisitions (acqu,siuons 

sur tel ou tel fends). 
Meme si vous n • avez rien acquis cette annee, serie: -,ous asse: 

aimable pour nous donner cependant des nouvell•
5 

de ,otr• ous••· 
. . raient pas pan·enues le 

Les photographies qu1 ne nous f~ urer dans ce numero. 
15 decembre au plus tard ne pourront ig . r . . es veoille:. agre~r, Hons1eu 

Avec nos remerciements annc1p ~timents 1es me1Jleurs. 

le Conservateur, !'expression de nos se 

wt•• .... 
nd , 
"-• 

tua 
ate4 
Sera 
rbo 
le.~ ,., 

"' --lM 
tod 
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Pnf I P r lellecbop 
~ Yke-c._11- , .. _,cll l ...._ty "' , ........ __ 
.,.. ..... A_ -,,, -. 
Dar ""'- S.llecbop 

Aa - --1'1' collallonted • tbe Jaq- Colt«tloa of -dr-•, I whll 
• ...._ le ,.. tbe -• ol -• tbat .,.,,. ta-p1- recently nsardllll ............ 
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r then ntte:!lpted to ra1•• U,la 51.UD of a1oney from tb• prlvat• aeetor v1th~t 
lmmodlat• aucce••. The Jaq..,, • than Informed me that they had a buyer for 
the collect1on and unle•• we oxerc1sed our optlon wlthln orw w"k endlnl :.o 
13 li,larch 1986. thl:a: would lapae and the collectlon would be aold to the buyer. 
Alter further unaucceuful •tter,,1')t• to raise the ooney to buy the col lec.tlon 
for the African.a Museum. 1 ttedc1ed t")at tn terms -,f tbe Gallery's .a~m• to 
represent Alrlcan tribal art ln lt• collectlon. the Gallery purcha•• the Jaques 
collection. Thl• has eneured that the col149;ctlon remain• ln Johannesbur1, intact. 
a• well •• fulfllllng the need to presont African art ln our Gallery. 

l am sure the c~-operation betw .. n tt-.f' Unlvcralty an<1 the Oa,l\ory will continue 
and I wlab to thank you for your Um• and lntereat durlna t'b.e ur\ler nesntla-

ttons. 

Your• sincerely 

C M TILL 
DIRECTOR 

c . c. Prof A Crwsp, Heat11 O.pa r toit"t c•f FJ~ ArU 

I 
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l.1,/8/2 

10 I.larch 1987 

·~r U .r Oppenheimer 
c/o J.nglo Ar.1erlc.an Corp of SA Ltd 
Dox 61587 
"107 JJ.1.rahalltown 

!'>oar Mr Oppenheimer 

As UJscus.,:e,.-L berowltb a rer,ort on the JaC')\lf~S Colleetlm, fol' your conslderatlo!'. 

Y us stn .... c:rel y 

C it TILL 
1 'lP~CT'" R 



JAQUES COLLECTION OF HEADRESTS 

Hc•drests. or ncckrests as they are sometimes referred to , are an lnterest1n 
•nd distinctive form of Afrlc•n tribal art. They •re found In v•rlous part: 
cf Africa, particularly in ,he south-eastern r egion s and are diversified in their 
st ylc and decoration. 

The Lowe n Collection which will be referred to here as the Brenthurst Callee.
:~:~: h.is 127 headrests . These have been c ategorised into the following group, 

JZ ~St Africa 
I Pando 
64 Shangaan 
J 4 Sho na 
8 Swaz.i 

• 21 Zulu 

There are, however, some which may well have been erroneously ldentUied . 

The Jaq ues Co ll ect ion is presently housed in the A(rlcana Museum In Pro gress 
and has been oHcrcd for sa le by its present owners , tht:! childre n of the collec
tor, the Rev A.A. Jaques. Thi:! pieces were collected In the 1920s and housed 
at Ellm Mission In the Tran svaa l. The collection wa s gi ven on loan to the A!ri
cana Museum In 19Sl . There are 114 headrests categorised In the following 
groupings: 

approximate ly 
100 Shangaan 
S Shona 
7 Swazi 
l Zulu 

The Swaz i pieces contain forms which arc not repre sented In the Bre nth urst 
Col l&ctio n. e The Zulu piece Is a varient of one of the forms represente d in the Brenthurst 
Collection . 
The Shona pieces contain forms not r epresented in the Brenthurst collection . 
The Shang aan pieces are of exceptionally high s tandard and e xcellent condition. 

The majority of both col l ec tions ar e Shangaan an d appr oxim ately 1S of the 
pie ces are very s imila r in form - the Jaques Co l lection pieces, howeve r. being 
of supe rior quality. The b alanc e of the Shangaan pieces represent a variety 
of forms and styles, with t he Jaques Collectio n pieces generally being of a 
higher quality. As the Shangaan carvers covered a wld e range of shapes and 
method • of decoration, ea ch piece Is in essence a uni que combination of different 
elements. 

The streng th o( the Brenthur s t Collection Iles in the figurative elemen t s in 
the form of carved st icks, pipes, figure s and to a large extent the headrest 
collection . These headrests can be seen • ~ among the most e x pressive abstract 
form s and object, produced by the African cultures In Southern Africa . Whlle 
no collcctlon could cov er every posslblllty, the amalgamation of the t wo collec
tions would ensure the establishment of the most comprehe nsive ,1nd important 
collection of these obj e c t s In South Afri ca and possibly In exlstt'nce anywhere 
In the world. 



• 
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Mr Jonathan Lowen and ot her Europoan collectors offered to buy certain of the 
pieces ,:1.t very high prices last year. However, the Afrlcana Museum in Progres~ 
has first refusal and in the in terest of keeping the collections together , has 
attempted to exercise this option. 

The owners have received an offer of RlSO OOO for the col l ection, excluding 
GST . As the option still stands and in view of the loan of the Brenthurst Col
lection to the Johannesburg Art Gallery, this option ls extended to Mr H , Op·
penheimer . The owners have given the Museum until Thursday 12 Aprll 1987 
to exercise the option before selling the collection to the other potential buyer . 

The price, while not low, is cons1dered to be reasonable, based on Sotheby ' s 
and Christie's sales figures of similar items and on individual offers received. 

Details of the Jaques collection are contained in the accompanying •Africana 
Notes and News", volume 26(6). pages 218-237; volume 26(7). pages 293 - 294; 
volume 27(2), pages 55-72. 

C M Till 
Director 
Johannesburg Art Gallery 

10 March 1987 



• 

~4'"-" 
"1~o 

10,3 
l<>JS 
~'2.b 

q3, 
'1'1,, 
q3'l 

,~ 

0 

l'. r C '!'ill 
Dire~tor 
Johannesburg Art r,~useum 

Dear r.:r Till 

I 009 ~eynard Hall 
48 Goldreich Street 
!!illbrow 200! 
Tel ephone Home - 643-6534 

'Nork - 7I6-339I 
2I October I9 86 

Followin~ our discussion on 29 September I986 regarding our 
collection of African headrests my brother, my sister and I 
would like to inform ycu that we have now decided that we 
would like to keep the following headrests f or our personal 
Collections: 

9IO 
948 
975 

9ll 
951 
989 

925 
954 
992 

~ 
IOII 

940 

(!§) 
Of these only No, 964 is in your display cabinet at the 
Africana Museum and , although it is broken, this is one we 
would definitely like to keep. As far as the remaining I7 
are concerned , if there are any which the Africana !.luseum 
would particularly like we would be willing to exchange them 
for others in the collection , ~ 

As you know we have given the Africans Museum the option to 
meet the highest offer we might receive for the headrest s and 
as we have an offer of R82, I00 for lJ)it would appear that a 
figure of RI47 ,000 for the I08 headrests remaining at;ter v;e 
have re~oved the 18 mentioned above would be reasonable. 

'Ne would be happy to meet with you again at a convenient time ln 
order to discuss the matter as well as the sale of any other 
items in the collection should the Museum be interested in ac 
quiring any of these , Ny brother will be 1n Jonannesburg from 
the I4th to the 18th November . 

Yours sincerely 

/1 u,v.,(. . ft. 9··~' 
Pierrette Jaques 



I 19a6. 9. 1 d; I009 Reyna rd Hall 
48 Goldreich Str ee t 
Hil lbro w 200 ! 

('O//"F ~t=N7~/JL. 

Pr of essor J P F Sellschop 
Deput y Vice - Chancello r (Research) 
Sen a te House 
Univer si ty of t he Hi t watersrand 

Dear Pr ofe ssor Sellschop 

Telephone 643-6534 
Work Wits extensi on 3464 
9 Septem ber I 98 6 

t<.. I l(.Oi= .II (t?u,<-1/J 

!ft.' C rt Al <;7 cl'rl c ,2 T '. L/ 
F o/2. (OµA.fi:,v, - . 

First ly , I woul d li ke on behalf of my broth er, his fa mil y an d 
myse l f to th an k you and Professor Steele very much f or t he very 
nle asan t l unc h on 22 August and for your kindness in gi vin g up 

~ so much of your ti me to discuss our ethnol o gic a l c ollection. 

• 

As arran ged with my br ot her I am s ending you details of our 
calculations re gardin g t h e val u e of the c ollection whi c h is at 
pre s en t on l oan at the Jo hanne s b ur g Af ricans Museum. 

I woul d like to first make a few ex planatory comments: 

I. We have included in our total price ten (IO) African 
headrests which are not part of the original collection. 
Th ese headrests were made by patients at the Masana 
Hospital in the Eastern Transvaal during the period 
I955 to I960 at my mother's suggestion. They were ac
quired by her as they were made and have thus never been 
used and are of cruder workmanship than the older head
rests . 

2. Of the one hundred and twenty six (I26) headrests in t he 
original collection my brother, sister and I have decided 
to keep six each for our personal co l lections leavin g a 
balance of one hundred and eight (.I08). We have still to 
make a final decision as to which these eighteen (I 8 ) 
would be, 

3. One of the headrests, No, 89I, was given to my father in 
approximately I939 by a visitor who told him he had bou ght 
it in Egypt and that it was from one of the tombs of the 
Pharaohs. It is made in three pieces joined by mortice 
locks. 

4 , There are a f ew items, apart from the headrests, which 
formed part of the ori ginal collection and which we 
would now be prepared to sell as well. They consist of 
some ceremonial axes and a mace, a few spears, snuffboxes 1 

baaket• ,wooden bowls, fedi women's anrons and a set of 
witchdoctor •e divining bone.~ in a woven gra s s container 



• 
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as well as a Barotse carved (animal figure) wooden stool. 
of the above we have photographs of the axes only. The 
Director of the Africana Museum has informed us that the 
~useum regards these items as forming part of the total 
collection. 

5, 
We have received offers from several interested parties 
for some of the items in the collection. as listed below: 

( i) R25,600 for headrests 900 and IOI6, 

(ii) R2I,000 for a further eight headrests, 

(iii) RI,250 per piece for an as yet undetermined 

number of the remainder. 

(iv) R2,200 for one of the ceremonial axes. 

Our pricee are based on these amounts and a proportionate average 
appreciation in value for the rest of the collection between the 
evaluation figure given by Mr, E, Gunther in 1977 and the current 
price for the average headrest, ie Rl,355, As three of the head
rests are of much greater value than the remainder, we are offer
ing these at individual prices and have not included these amounts 
when calculating the average price for the other one hundred and 
five (I05) headrests from the original collection, 

The detailed calculations are as follows: 

Headrests from the original collection 

Numbers 900 and IOI6 

Number 89I 

105 at RI,355 each 

10 Masana headrests at R400 each 

14 snuffboxes at R400 each 

I stool 

I axe 

4 axes, I mace and five spears 

I set divining bones 

baskets, wooden bowls and women's aprons 

Total 

R25,600 

5,000 

142,275 

4,000 

5,600 

2,000 

2,000 

2,600 

500 

___ 2.1000_ 

RI9l, 575 
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As we mentioned to you at lunch the other day, we would prefer, 
if possible, not to have to split the collection and would 
therefore be very hap!)y to receive a new offer from Wits based on 
the above information. 

I would like to remind you that the Johannesburg Africana ~useum 
has the option to match the highest offer we might receive. 

Yours sincerely 

I ~rt IC,. v,,-~, 

• Pierrette Jaques 

• 
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UNIVERSITY OF THE WITWATERSRAND. JOHANNESBURG r- W1 ~H i , ,.. 

Oeparlment ol Fine Arts 

Professor J P F Se 11 schop 
Deputy Vice - Cho nee l l or 
University 

Dear Professor Se llschop 

The Jaques 1 Collection 

>01'111!1 0 11 ,"b•3i5J 

""' 9 September 1986 

With reference to the above, Mr Chrostopher Ti 11 inf ormed rae how 
the Jaques family intended divi d ing the collec t ion . It agrees with 
what you told me prior to your visit abroad . I be l ieve that it is 
quite unacceptable to have approximately 38 of the finest pieces 
withdrawn from the collec t ion . This is particularly so in view of 
the fact that no such condition was presented to us, or the Standard 
Bank, ~,ihen the family initially approached us . 

The collection wi 11 then become an assembly of mediocre objects of 
which 4 or 5 cou ld be purchased independently . To forfeit three 
years purchasing grant from the Standard Bank Trust Fund for a group 
of headrests of minor importance ,1ould be most unwise. The Bank has 
asked r.:e what the decision of the University on this r.iatter is. 

I know that the Africana Museum• s feelings on this matter concur 
wi t h mine and that the Jaqces family has altered the condition of 
sale over these past 1,1onths to suit thei r needs. They have also 
finally realised that the Bank' s money and our first evaluation was 
professional and equitable, comparable to any international standard. 

Yours s i ncerely 

{/I 

A. Crump 
Head: Department of Fine Arts 
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THE ANGLO AMERICAN JOHANNESBURG CENTENA RY TRtlST 

RESOLUTION OF TRUSTEES 
(In terms of clause 9.q of the 

articles of association) 

GENERAL SALES TAX: PURCHASE OP NECK RESTS 

The secretaries referred to the resolutio n of Tr ustee s dated 
March 17 19 87 entitled 'Purchase of Neck Rests' and reportec.1 
that in terms of the sales Tax .a.et, 1978, t here appears no 
possibil ity of the Trust being exempt from the paymen t of 
General sales Tax (GST) on the purcha se of art works as was 
originall y co mtemplated in that resolutio n. 

RESOLVED 

that the Trust pay an addit ional RIB OOO for the 114 neck 
rests, being 12\ GST on the purchase price of Rl50 OOO and that 
Mr C.H. Till in his capacity as director of the Johanneshurq 
Art Gallery or failing him, Mr M.J. Campbe ll , a nominee of the 
Secretaries to the Trust, he authorised to make such 
arrangements as may be necessary to effect the payment of GST. 

DAE 

CHG 

JFO 

JMR 

CMT 

gnu: --4 
j;~ ta~ 

JORANNl!SBURG 
March 30 1987 
5837t 

TRUSTEES 
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HEM) '10: M J Cm:p,ell March 26, 1987 

FIO! Mike M.>rnewick 

With reference to yo.,r note dated March 18, 1987 in "'hlch you query the 
position of the trust as regards 1 iabili ty for sales tax on p.,rchascs of 
a=k for dcnatia, to the J~ Art Gallery, I respord as 
follc:,.'S: 

l. section 5 (l) (a) of the sales 'nix Act requires that sales tax be levied 
on every sale of goods ocncluded. In addition Section 5(1) (g) of the 
Act requires that sales tax be levied er, goods ilrported into the 
Republic. 

Section l(xvi) definm ~ as being~ roveable thlrqs and 
Olntai.ns no exenptia, fran this de.tinition for "artworks" . 

section 6 of the Act deals with the exeiiptions fran sales tax and 
contains no exe::pticr, for purc:hases of artwork or for purchases 
generally by a body such as the Anglo l\merican Jaiannesl:w:g Oentcnary 
Trust. 

section 1 (xxi.x) defines the word sale in relation to gocds as ,reaning 
any agree,,ent whereby a party thereto agrees to sell, grant, donate or 
cede goods to another or exchange goods with another or otherwise to 
dispose of gocds to another rut~ at subpara (d) (vii) any 
donation of goods Which are not held by the donor for the p.rrposes of 
any continuing cxmnercial, financial, industrial, mining, fanning, 
forestry or fi.srung ocncern carried an for profit or for the p.rrposes 
of any professional pn,ctice carried on for profit. 

2. In sumnary therefore, the p.,.rc:hase of artworks being corporeal 
moveable things, by the trust, whether p.lrChased locally or lJIP)rted 
will be subject to sales tax. 'Ibe =-donation by the trust to the 

• art gallery however, will not attract sales tax. 

As noted alX:rve, the liability for sales tax as regards artworks 
purchased is limited to the sale/p.irc::hase of corporal moveable 
things. It Jnay arise that the trust ccmnissions an artwork such as a 
SOllpt:ure Which is to be fixed to a b..tilding in such a "'"'Y as to 
permanently form part of the l:uilding. Sud! an artwork WQJ.ld not 
fall into the clefWtion of ~ and not be subject to sales tax 
undar Section 5 ( l) (a) . 'llle artist would be deemed to be carrying on a 
ocrwtruction activity (as defined in Sdledule J of the Act) and WQJ.ld 
i.~ to pay aal• tax on all his irp.rt.s. His invoice WQJ.ld not 
r,atlact a d\llzge far aalas tax. However, ha will have taken acxnint 
of the aal• tax borne by hil,meJ.f in arriving at his final prioe. 

***** 
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o. E, Conti Eaq,, 
St, lllke JUnior Art Guild, 
i, r enelope Plaoe, 
~RJVIllENCE. R1l, U,S,4 . 

D8ar Sir, 

3r~ September, 1941. 

In reply to your le t ter I re Gr•t to have to 
at• t e th at it is not ~ery e&Sy !or us here in Johanne s 
bur g to procure pr1Jl11t1Ye wood-oarv1ngs done by the 
negroea, eyen !or our Olin colleotione. Very little ot 
thi s work ia done no•adll,¥8, and the o l d oarTers a re 
11101.ly dying out. I would howenr a.dvi so you t o >eri te 
to cha Afr1oana llU11eum, Publ1o Library, Johannesburc , who 
l1IIJ.y poesibl,y baye at•• duplloatee in their poesees1on. 
I han ••ntc a oopy of your latter t.o the Director. 
Tou might also 001111211n1oah "ith the curio deal.era 1n 
this oount17, alttougb they tbemeelTee import moat of 
their th1nge from Centr&.l and Saetern ilrioa. In Zanzibar 
I found a moat depen.dalll.e deala-r called tuasufali & 
Gulh8'Dhueae1JI, who might be of aeoi:it ence to you. 

llagrettin~ that I &111 not ab le to do more !or 
you in thU matter, 

I &a, 
Toure e1nosrel.T, 

l',4,HEIIIDRIAS 
CUJW'OB 
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