
DINGAAN ' S KRAAL , DINGAANSTAT 
Edi t ed field-notes on the tranches dug in the area of the 
lower hut , for refE'rence but not publication. 

78/142 . Trench 1, laid out 8 . 5 - 13 . 5 m north of peg P along the 
base-line and 1 m east of it . Continued as Tren ch 1 ext . 13 . 5 - 15 . 5 
mn~'~~ of peg P on same side of base - line . 

Nothing was found in this trench . 
In Trench I which cut across a sha.llow depressi on , thought 

possible to mark an eroded path in use at the t i me of the 
k~aal from the entrance outwa rds; but no evidence was found to 
support this . 

In Trench 1 thE' earth bovE' rubble was very shallow . On the 
surface of the rubble were several sha llow de press ions , which 
formed no patte r n and could not have formed the sockets for 
posts . 

In Trench 1 ext . a t 14 . 5 m north of peg P , there was a sharp 
step upwards in the rubble about 4 cm high; north of this the 
rubble \vas only 5 cm below turf . In the whole trench there was 
no sign of other such steps . Just below and south of~ this step 
was a "marked shallow depression in the ru bble . I coulo not 
explain these steps . 

78/~43-5 . Trenc~ 2 . 
Trench 2 (78/~4~as l a id out a t right angles to the base-line 
along the depression in thE' surfAce . It ran fron pe~ P 
10 . 5- 11.5 m north 1- 7 m east . It was p.xtenoea s Trench 2 ext . 
(78/144) a t 7. 10 m east of peg P nd 1 - 7 m north. Finally, 
looking for the s tockad'? or g Cl te 2 wing-trenches v'ere oug 
(78/14~ ) 9 . 5 - 1 2 m north of peg P nd"9.5 - 10 . 5 m east: 

78/1~3 Trench 2 . Towaras west , earth above thE' rubble \'r S 
very shallow, but dE'E'pE'ns towr". rds E'8St as ti.lE' trE'tlch passed 
out of thE' depression . At 4.5 m east of the b s E'-line the E'arth 
on the no rth siaE' was 12 cm thick; a t 7 . 2 m it was 18 cm thick 
on south. NE' ar the rubble were found 1 piece of rE'ddE'ned quart zite 
perhaps burnt and 1 wiece of bone; not far from the turf 3 
tracle-beads (the only pieces kept; almost certamnly w shea down 
the hill) . 

78/144 Trench 2 ext . 2 brokE'n pie ces of quart2',i te foun<.'l v,rhich 
sl'lem to havE' no significCltion and a.re disc, rded . In the exitreme 
s .e . COI'l1er was a f irly dE'E'p pit in the rubble; so Trench 2 
wiugs (78/145) was dug to see if any light coula be thrown on t his 
but no similar pi ts we re found , no tr8ce of gate or stocka,de . 
1 small native sherd found and 1 sdrap bone, both aiscardea 

78/146- 7 . Tr ench 3 . 
Trench 2 (78/146) was laid out at right angles to the ba se - line 
and north of the access-road . It ran , from peg P , 27- 28 m north 
0- 9 m east . 

On this line , beneath and. east of the th orn - brE'ak , t hE're 
appE' a red on surfa ce a Shallow depression where t he grass was 
greE'n in con t rast to the yellow wintE'r-grass elsewhere . This 
seemea to be an old pond . East of it were scattered granite 
blocks , some fixed and some apparen t ly l oose , which may havE' 
bl'len quarried f rom the hollow. As this holl ow clearly nee <.'led 
te s ting , Tranch 3 was extended eas t so as to cut it . 

78/147 Trench 3 ext . was laid out from peg P , 27- 28 m north 
an<.'l 9 - 10 . 5 m east up to the thorn- break . This trench was 
partly dug but no t finished . It was cou t iuued as Trench 4 , 
which was laid out a cross the pond and beyond the thorn- break , 
from peg P 26 . 5 - 27 . 5 m north 10 . 5 - 14 m east . There was not 
time for any digging on Trench 4. 

78/146a . Trench 3, 0-10 cm . Mostly dark ea rth with one patch 
of harder light earth . Most of the fiuds were towar<.'ls the east 
eu<.'l, where there seems to have bE'en low mi<'lden, as at 7 . 5 m 
east of bas '? - line there wa s an ant-bear holE' 25 cm OE'E'-p . The 
midaE'n probably extenaed all down the trench , thinning out 
wes t war<.'l as pE'rh ps spread r a ther than dump . There were bone 
scraps all the way down at 10- 15 cm depth . 

78/146b. TrE'nch 3 , 10- 20 cm . About 10 cm de -p th the earth 



Ea itea f ield-notes 2 

changed from dark to light grey sand, f a.irly hard. and at west 
en<l of trench nearly sterile , as fin<ls lay on it but not in it . 
The re we re a fpw bones in it, so it clearly continue<l to be 
perhaps disturbe<l midden . In the mi<ldle part of the trench thc;>re 
were very few finds at this level. Finds w~ re patchy . There were 
also in this part scattered scraps of burnt bone. 

78/146c . Trench 3 , 20-30 cm. Only the eastern enCl of tll2' 
trench was <lUg below 20 cm owing to lack of time. This level 
ana 78/146 d 30-40 cm were <lug through light grey san<l with 
fe w sher<ls , but enough to suggest still midClen ea rth. This was 
round the ant-bear hole . A very small hole was <lug ouickly to 
fina rubble at 52 cm, but I coula not tell if finds gBve out 
completely in t his hole and the habitation-earth restea on 
some thickne s s of sterile natural ea rth. There was tlO ash an<l 
probably no charcoal, so the material Vv'''S not true mid("i en, but 
r a ther habit tiotl ea rth, perhaps partly <lepositeCl by erosion . 
There was no stratific tion visible in the trench. 

78/147. Trench 3 ext. This was dug <lown to 30 cm, at which 
aepth there were still isolated pieces of bone. Below 10 cm 
was light grey san<l with a few granite pebbles, nd 2 rounaed 
quart zite pebbles about 20 cm. No stratifica tion. 

N. B. Compass - points in .the se note s an<l in the re po rt on the hut. 
a re conventional as marked on general plan , with b s e-line 
north-south . In fact the base-line was neArer ea st than north, 
and true orienta tion must be got from the surveyor ' s pl an . 

Preliminary tests we re maae for soil-stratificEltion along the 
road: . 
1) a t a drain on north si<le of the road on the base-line. Apparently 
3 levels were expose<l of slightly varying thickness: 

a. 0-10 cm. Fine, light grey sand ana stratified mu<l , probably 
ero s ion mnterial after the site became overf!.rown; 

b. 10-25 cm. Gritty sano with very small nd a fer l a r ger 
quartz pebbles , becominf!. darker at base; probabl'Y the 
initia l erosion after the kr881 was burnt an<l abam'l oneo 
before vegeta tion reestablishea itself; 

c. Belovv 25 cm. thin line of da rk san<l wi thout cha rcoal 
ov~rlying consoliaa tea rubble; perhaps the rl?ma.ins of 
the habit tion-e a rth. 

No a rtefa cts found on surface of El ny of t he levels. 
2) at a dra in up the hill to eas t, op 'Josite the p18que marked. 
Groot ±B~a~~~~±.Jx~~E~ In~ang: 

a . Gritty sano 
b. Beneath an unconformity, several cm of very hard cand 

with charcoa l scraps. Probably erodeo surface of 
~bRxm~pRmEE~.x±sxpr~E~Ex~x±ERxRr~~~~xsMr£~~Ex~±xX±mRxm£ 

habita tion-earth at time of a banoonment . 
c. Rubble. 


